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Christmas Story

Pastor Lisa Chong
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What happens when Charles Dickens, an anonymous Korean author from the late Chosen Dynasty, and the authors
of the Four Gospels come together? We get “Heungbu and Nolbu: A Christmas Story”, a play based on a Korean
folktale, with Ebeneezer Scrooge’s three ghosts (angels) narrating Christ’s story.

“Heungbu and Nolbu: A Christmas Story” is not a story about “good” Heungbu and “bad” Nolbu; it’s not a story
about the good deserving blessing and
the bad deserving punishment; it’s a
story about God, about how He
provides for his children in different
ways, according to their needs. In
our version of the Korean folktale,
God provides Heungbu and his family
with materialistic necessities while He
provides Nolbu and his wife with
spiritual awakening.  Although the
original story focuses on Heungbu,
who receives riches from a swallow
for having done a kind deed, we
wanted to focus more on Nolbu, for we
believed we could relate more to Nolbu than to Heungbu.  Arrogant, proud, and self-righteous Nolbu—although we
would like to see ourselves as Heungbu, in this broken world, it would be more honest to say that so many of us can
see ourselves in the older brother. Nolbu awakes from his delusion not because he gets his negative consequence for
being so selfish and uncompassionate, but because he meets Christ through the Squash Angels. Nolbu is the Apostle
Paul who made Christ his master after meeting Him; he is St. Augustine who turned his heart away from himself and
the world after putting his trust in Christ; he is Martin Luther who came to understand that his salvation did not come
from himself, or from the church, but it rested in Christ alone (Ok. Maybe it’s a bit of a stretch comparing Nolbu to
Martin Luther). We all know that Christmas is a time to celebrate His birth, but why? We wanted to tell everyone
through this play that Christ came to rescue us from this world and ourselves, to mend our brokenness, and to restore
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us. He had areason for coming, and just like us, we believed everyone else needed to be reminded of this truth: “For
by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works,
s0 that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2: 8-10).

Written by Lisa Chong

My sincere gratitude goes out to our Elementary teachers, who gave me the initial idea to use the Korean folktale,
who helped me to revise the script, who created the music and the dance, who gave up their personal time to practice
with our children, who supported me with encouraging words and prayers; to our Elementary parents, who cooked
lunch and dinner for us on practice days, who made the costumes and the backdrops, who drove their kids to practice
for weeks and weeks, who volunteered to play the instruments; to our Elementary children, who came to practice week
after week, who were patient with us teachers and parents who were cranky at times; and to our Father God, who
gave all of us the opportunity to work hard together for His Kingdom.
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2013 BCPC YOUTH GROUP SUMMER MISSIONS

Pastor Peter Pak

“Now there are varieties of g/'fz‘s, but the same Spirit and there are varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who empowers them all in everyone.
All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one individually as he
wills. For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though
many, are one body, so it is with Christ.” 1 Corinthians 12:4-5, 11-12

The summer of 2013 marked the end of five tremendous years in
Moreno Canas, Costa Rica, and marked the beginning of new

opportunities in ministry and missions. The transition was at times ' OPERATION [
difficult, but the Lord’s faithfulness and grace were constants in the midst EXODUS '

of it all. When the youth group announced that the Lord was calling us
to the inner city of New York City, there was some hesitance from the
students. They had been used to the idea of missions as something
foreign, far away, and exotic. Through the Lord’s guidance and the
leadership of the church, we felt God was opening our eyes to the needs
of the people near to us. With that, we set out to serve the Washington Heights community of NYC. Through
contact with Mission to the World, the youth group was connected with Operation Exodus, a non-profit
organization that seeks to challenge and empower students and parents to embrace and use education as a means
of changing their community and attaining success. Washington Heights consists of a mostly Hispanic population
where 70% of residents are of Dominican descent. Washington Heights is a largely low-income community where
the average household income is about $30,000. This is in stark contrast to the average income of New York state,
which is $51,000. Consistent problems in the history of this neighborhood such as drugs, crime, and
unemployment are perpetuated by a cycle of low economic status and a lack of education. There is a 14.2% adult
unemployment rate, and 31% of residents live below the poverty level. In addition, this neighborhood experiences
very high teenage pregnancy rates of 12%. The hope for improving the safety of this neighborhood and its
residents lies in the children of this community: By staying in school and seeking higher levels of education, the

INNER CITY, INC. |-
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paying jobs and a generally more stable state. Operation Exodus, which
was established in 1988, pioneered the vision and type of care that many
other organizations have since adopted for the community of Washington
Heights. The difference however is that Operation Exodus understands that
education is only but one component of change, and there will never be
true change without the gospel. We were able to see this so clearly in our
time with the staff and students involved with Operation Exodus. By the
grace of God, Operation Exodus has been able to expand to 3 other neigh
borhoods, and now there are 4 OpEx locations in NYC.

We are so thankful for the ways in which God has blessed Bucks County
Presbyterian Church. Through missions, we are reminded of the Lord’s favor
and blessings on us, and we are challenged and moved to bless others for we
have been blessed. Kathy Mejia, the coordinator and director of Operation
Exodus in Washington Heights, was constantly sharing with the team how
encouraged she was to see our team’s willingness to serve, love for the children,
and passion for Jesus. Even before the start of our second day there, she asked if
we could come for 2-3 weeks next year. The students also shared their feelings
with our team, we learned things that not only broke our hearts and lead us to
tears, but we learned another important lesson: the Lord works through people
just like us. God is moving, working, transforming people and communities, and
He chooses to use us to do it.

We do not know what is in the horizon for the youth group and for our church.
We do not know what God has in store us, but we are waiting and praying. \We
believe that what God has for us is bigger and more radical than what we could
ever imagine, and we are excited for 2014.

2013 BCPC YOUTH GROUP SUMMER MISSIONS TEAM
Pastor Peter Pak, Pastor Seth Choi, Audrey Baik, Gina Bartz, Esther Cho,
Isabell Choi, Kristine Chung, Joe Ham, Inhye Hwang, Joanne Hwangbo,

Rebecca Kim, Celina Lee, Jon Lee, Johnny Lee, Leah Lee, MJ Lee,
Angela Park, Daniel Seong, Josh Seong, Anita Shim, Lisa Sul, Jin Yang,
Josephine Yi
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Thaf night God did so. >
Only fhe fleece was dry;
all the ground w3k covered with dew.

Judges 6:40
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