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“Returning to the Lord”(Exodus 4:18-31)

’-’- - '
o

Thomas Chang &-A}

Because the Christian life is filled with many ups and downs, one of the most important things we
need to understand is: Returning to the Lord. When you look at Exodus 4, the Hebrew word that is
continually repeated is “shuv”, which means to go back or return. By studying the text we can see at least
three things about returning to the Lord.

First, to return to the Lord, we need to learn to “Let It Go.” For Moses to return to Egypt and to
return to serving the Lord, Moses had to let many things go. Verse 18 tells us that he had to let go of his
work and finances. We also learn that he was willing up to give up his parents. Remember, Jethro was his
father in law who gave him a job, wife, and home to live in. These things are important to note because
often it’s these two things that we make into idols and refuse to let go! Although there is nothing wrong
with money and relationships in themselves, the point is, Christianity calls for a total life commitment. To
put Jesus first. If anything is taking way from our allegiance to God then we must be willing to “Let it
Go.”

Second, to return to the Lord, we need to understand our identity as the “Sons of God.” We know
this by looking at verses 22-23. Why is God even quarreling with Pharaoh? He is upset because although
Pharaoh just thought of the Israelites as worthless, to God, they were his treasured children. This is
important for us to see because God’s fatherly love isn’t just for Israelites, but for everyone who comes
to faith in Christ. So how are we to return to the Lord? By realizing that God isn’t just a distant God, but
our loving father who always fights for us and will always be faithful to us. If we could wrap our minds
around this truth, that the Creator of the world is our Father and we are his beloved children, then surely
we will return to him.

And third, to return to the Lord, we need to realize the meaning of “Circumcision.” In verses 24-
31, we see Moses was on his way to Egypt, but all of a sudden God almost kills him. Many people miss
this part. Although Moses failed by failing to circumcise his son, the good news is he is saved because
Zipporah, his wife, circumcises his son and touches his husband with the bloody foreskin. The question
is: what’s so special about circumcision? The main thing is, it was a distinguishing mark to show one’s
faith. Today circumcision is signified through baptism. This is key to understand because as much as we
need to let things go and realize our true identity, without going through process of “circumcision,” we
can never return to the Lord. That’s what God was really trying to teach Moses. The penalty of breaking
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the covenant is death, but he would be saved by the blood of his son’s circumcision and return to life. In
the same way, this illustrates the one thing we really need to return to the Lord: the gospel! Because like
Moses we’ve all failed to keep God’s laws/covenants and thus we all stand under the wrath of God. But
the good news is like Moses we too can be saved by the blood of a sacrifice and this is exactly what Jesus
provided on the Cross. The Son of God sacrificed himself for our sin, shedding his blood and taking our
death in order that we might have life. And not just any life, but a life returning to the Lord to live with
him in eternity!
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Getting to Know the Young

Pastor Annie Hong
Hello Everyone!

My name is Yunmi (Annie) Hong, the new elementary JDSN. | am so excited and happy to serve
in our beloved church, with many dreams and goals for our elementary department, and as a church as a
whole. Just to give you a little description about myself, I am currently a Westminster student pursuing a
M.Div. Counseling degree and | have graduated from Binghamton University with a Psychology B.S.
degree.

My vision for our elementary department is to strive to educate and to build strong soldiers of
Christ, with the mindset of servant hood, humility and love. With the help of our dedicated teachers and
supporting PTA, we strive to surround our students with a loving environment that embodies the body of
Christ. We have many exciting activities and performances throughout the year, which challenge our
students in loving fellowship. Sundays are filled with praise and worship, followed by bible study,
grounding our students within the Word of God. Our Friday fellowships called BBC (Body Builder’s Club)
are filled with arts & crafts, bible trivia, leadership training and much more. To top of every year, we hold
a grand Christmas performance to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Our students are more than extraordinary. Every three months, our elementary choir visits the
nursing home to bless them with our praise and worship, and to practice our serving attitude in reality.
From writing the bible verse by verse to bible memory contests, our students are constantly grounded
within Scripture.

With the New Year, I pray that our beloved students will continue to grow in God’s Holy Word,
in His grace and mercy. We, as leaders and teachers, will continue to build a strong environment for our
students, that not only disciplines our students in Christ but also to build a strong foundation in faith. Please
continue to keep our beloved young children and the teachers in your prayer every day. With God’s Word

in one hand and with constant prayer and thanksgiying i'n ano;[her, we will become the next leaders of our

generation in Christ.
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BCPC YOUTH GROUP

2014 SUMMER MEXICO MISSIONS Pastor Peter Pak

I look forward to write for BCPC’s “Voice of Faith” each year because it is an opportunity for me to look back
and remember the summer missions trip of that year. Before beginning to write about 2014 Summer Mexico Missions,
I went back to all the past missions articles in previous editions of “Voice of Faith.” Page after page of proof that God
has blessed Bucks County Presbyterian Church abundantly over the years so that we can be a blessing to those who
are in need. It is amazing to remember all the various ways in which God protected us, sent us, used us. “Many are
the plans in the mind of a man, but it is the purpose of the LORD that will stand.” [Proverbs 19:21] I hope you will
be encouraged again this year as you read about the sacrifice and service of these young students’ lives. [ hope you
will join us in giving thanks to our Lord for His amazing grace and sovereign protection of our team.

It all began on the first day of our travels when our flight was delayed multiple times. We would eventually
land in Guadalajara airport about 3 hours later than scheduled. It was a very long morning for all of us, and everyone
was just excited to finally step foot in Mexico. We were greeted by Pastor Kenton Wood and Pastor David Ramirez,
who drove us to the “mother church” located in the heart of Guadalajara. After eating lunch, resting, and participating
in a seminar about the church, their ministry and church planting philosophy, and theology of missions, we embarked
on a 3-hour drive to the mountainous Tarecuato region. Mexico is a truly beautiful country and I could sense the
anticipation and excitement of all the students.
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“God’s Grace
in My Illness”

Testimony by Yuna Kim

I had been struggling with my faith for a couple of years.
I thought a lot about the reason why | come to church, to
retreats, and to other church events. | questioned whether this
faith in God and Jesus was real or not. I didn’t feel like an ideal
candidate for missions. | was filled with anxiety, uncertainty
and fear. How could | minister to others when | have such
doubts about my own faith? Everything in my life seemed to
say, “Don’t go.” I was feeling sick before the trip. I had an
argument with my mom right before our flight. | felt so

unprepared.
| learned that no matter what | felt, God wants us to

surrender to Him. He wants us to give Him our all. | realized
then that my circumstances and troubles were God’s way of
drawing me closer to Him. The struggles and frustration
pushed me to go back to God and pray to Him more. One of
our memory verses was deeply personal to me. “When I am
afraid, | put my trust in you. In God whose word I praise, in
God I trust; I shall not be afraid. What can flesh do to me?”
[Psalms 56: 3-4] When we arrived | was tired and stressed,
but after our first children’s ministry at Los Laureles, I
immediately knew that God sent me on the trip with a
purpose. Seeing the children open up and join in to praise God
really encouraged me and gave me great joy. God also
encouraged me though Pastor David and his family. When |
became very sick on the trip, God showed me how much He
and the people around me loved me and cared about me. God
is always with me.

The next morning we were greeted by Pastor David
Ramirez and his family, wife Elvira, and daughter
Eunice, and we shared breakfast together. It makes me
laugh as | think about the theme for our VBS program:
“God’s Great Adventure.” What followed in the days
ahead was truly an adventure for our entire team, and God
was with us through it all. Each day we ministered in two
different locations: Los Laureles (a largely unreached
people group about 20 minutes from the church) and Ma
Jajki Center, Tarecuato (church of Pastor David). There
were 60-90 children at each location, and so by the end
of the day our team was extremely exhausted physically.
Each day had its own specific challenges: torrential rain

L in the afternoons, the language barrier, shyness of the

children, skepticism of the locals, physical illness. It was
not an easy trip, but it was a truly blessed trip.

God placed every single student for a reason on this
team. There were of course countless challenges and
difficulties as many of our students can tell you, but each
and every time the Lord showed up in grace and power.
There were mornings where it looked like it would rain,
but God kept the rain away until our morning VBS was
finished. It gave us an opportunity to use a large field to
play games with the children. The rain would eventually
fall all afternoon during our afternoon VBS program, but
since we lacked the space, it worked well that we
switched to a longer arts and crafts session with the
children in the afternoon. | looked in amazement as our
team would split up into natural small groups with the
children, utterly focused on serving them. It is impossible
to put into words the laughter and smiles from the
children and our team. Maybe some of the pictures can
express the sense of joy we all felt in those days.

Two of my greatest fears came true this summer. 1.
A family member passing away during missions. 2. A
team member becoming extremely ill. 1 remember
receiving the email in the early afternoon, and gathering
the team together to tell Ginah Chae and Jason Kim that
their grandmother had passed away. It was an afternoon
filled with tears, frustration, sorrow. There was an
immediate response from the students to go to Jason and
Ginah, holding their hand, embracing them with their
arms, praying both quietly and out loud. It was an
extremely difficult situation, but both Ginah and Jason
said with such confidence and tenderness, “God called
me to be here to serve these children. | know I want to go
home, but I need to be here.” God is not absent in our
struggles and problems. God is always with His
people. God was with Jason and Ginah.
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is not absent in our struggles and problems. God is always with His
people. God was with Jason and Ginah.

Our testimony is not yet over. On the day of our departure, it
was clear that Yuna Kim was seriously ill, to the point where we
had to take her to a hospital. Our flight was eventually cancelled,
and so while most of our team was stranded in an airport hotel in
Mexico City, Yuna Kim was recovering in a hospital in Guadalajara.
We were unsure when she would be well enough to fly back to her
family and home. We prayed all day and night for her recovery.
Two of our students in particular sacrificed so much to stay by
Yuna’s side. It was an intense emotional roller coaster to say the
least: parents and families worried back in the states, the missions
team split apart, students worried for one another. One week after
coming back home from missions, I asked Yuna, “Would you ever

go on missions again?”’ She replied, “I really hope so. My mom
even said that maybe I can.” I laughed. It was not the answer I
expected, but it’s the answer [ wanted. It’s the answer of someone
who had met God in her storm, the answer of someone whose eyes =i
were opened to the unswerving faithfulness and protection of the * £or I know the plans I have for you, declares

. e the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give
Lord. | do not wish any difficulties on anyone, but when they come, you a future and a /70,09. 12 Then you will call

and they will come, trust that you are safe and secure in the arms of ~ upon me and come and pray to me, and I will
hear you. 3 You will seek me and find me, when
God. you seek me with all your heart.
Jeremiah 29:11-13

N

Please continue to join us in praying for Pastor David Ramirez, his wife
Elvira, and their daughter Eunice.
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2014 Summer Mexico Missions
Team Members

Pastor Peter Pak
Seth Choi Jundosanim
Ginah Chae
Lydia Cho
Kristine Chung
Joseph Ham
Joanne Hwangbo
Yelin Jung
Elliot Kang
Jason Kim
Rebecca Kim
Yuna Kim
¥ Celina Lee
e - C\ Leah Lee
Aw % Samuel Rhee
12 “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you, but to Samuel So
fear the Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Andrew Son
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 2 and to keep Josephine Vi

the commandments and statutes of the Lord, which I am commanding
Yyou today for your good? Irene Yoo

We could not have served without yvour partnership with us. Thank vou for all vour prayers and support!
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God's Love is in Every Language

Robert Bates

In January 2005, | had come to a point in my Christian walk that | believed that | was ready to open
my heart and my home to a foreign student who was seeking the opportunity to come to the United States
and learn English. I was single and had no children of my own, but wanted to experience what it was like to
care for a young person. | discovered the profile of Min Seung-hyun, who was 17 years old at the time. He
was the first Korean student that | offered to come to my home, and he immediately accepted. Min Seung-
hyun wasted no time in coming into my home and introducing me to his culture and his customs. Seung-
hyun was also a Christian and fit right in with my family and friends. Eventually, he became a member of
Bucks County Presbyterian Church and has included me as well.

I have been wonderfully surprised at the generosity and acceptance of BCPC, and its members. As an
African American male, | am very conspicuous and am keenly aware if | am avoided. That has not been my
experience here. The people are very welcoming and kind. They assist me in understanding and translate the
Korean words into the English language. In addition, BCPC has honored my family and Seung-hyun by
awarding him the 2014 scholarship to assist him with continuing to complete his education.

It is my fervent hope to continue in my path to the Lord with the support and prayers of the members of
Bucks County Presbyterian Church.

Amen
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