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In 1996, Dr. Helen Lee coined the phrase “silent exodus” to describe what
was happening internally in Korean-American churches. Slowly but surely the
second generation was leaving church and Christianity altogether, leaving an
aging first generation with shrinking and disappearing churches. Some have
argued that Korean-American churches are shrinking because immigration has
slowed down, but that is not the case. In fact, immigration to America continues
to rise while attendance in church continues to decline. This growing gap has
now been coined as the “silent divergence.” Korean-American churches are no
longer growing nor are they stabilized through immigration.

The PCA believes that about 50% of all Korean churches in America will
close in the next 15-20 years. So what will happen here at BCPC? Early research
has shown that one area of slow growth has been young second-generation
families returning to church because of young children. However, they want to
find a church that meets their wants and expectations. The recently announced
change in worship times are important to the future of BCPC because they are
aimed to accommodate young families with children. Starting on Sept. 4, BCPC
will have KM Service, EM Service and Education Services at 11AM. We
prayerfully believe that if any service grows, then all services will grow. So will
you pray that God will continue to bless BCPC?
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